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mon sense, and which once appreciated is the key to all the
social problems of our time	The seed that I have for years
been sowing is springing up on every hand. I have made to
principle, sacrifices that were very bitter, but in my own time,
I can see what at first I never expected to see, the result of my
work. Where I stood alone thousands now stand with me. The
leaven is at work. And there can be but one result. But the
struggle will be long and fierce. It is now only opening."3
Less than three months after the Metropolitan Temple
meeting George was asked by the Young Men's Hebrew Asso-
ciation to address them at their first meeting. He wrote and
delivered before this group a lecture which he called simply,
"Moses/* In general, it redeveloped his economic theories.
"Moses," he said, "saw that the real cause of enslavement of
the masses of Egypt was what has everywhere produced en-
slavement, the possession by a class of the land upon which
and from which the whole people must live.4 He saw that to
permit in the land the same unqualified private ownership that
by natural right attaches to things produced by labor, would
be inevitably to separate the people into the very rich and the
very poor, inevitably to enslave labor—to make the few the
masters of the many, no matter what the political forms: to
bring vice and degradation, no matter what the religion."
The audience was deeply moved. Some of George's friends
who heard the address considered it to be the finest he ever
gave. One, Dr. Taylor, was thrilled but insisted that there be
no more interruptions in the work on the book which George
had begun.
But some further interruptions were inevitable. George put
aside his pen to help organize the Free Public Library of San
Francisco which later, with its branches, was to become the
most complete library west of the Rockies.5 He was the first
secretary of the original board of trustees and the early minutes
are in his handwriting, inscribed with the same blue ink which
he was using in the neatly written manuscript of the book.
The chief interruption came when George ran for delegate
to the convention to be held for the general amendment of the
state constitution. Knowing that if he were chosen delegate he
might succeed in having written into the laws of California his
plans for the taxation of land values, he issued an appeal "to
the voters of California/* advising them that, since "justice is
the only firm foundation of the state, I shall endeavor, as I

